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whom the Romans assimilated to Mercury; he was worshipped on
high places - as, for instance, on the Puy-de-D6me, where the
remains of a sanctuary have been found. The chief objects of
worship were the local divinities, who were venerated as super-
natural powers attached to certain places - a mountain top, a
forest, a river, or spring - for instance, Borvo, the tutelary deity
of Bourbon. These spots, hallowed by the presence of a hidden
divine power, became sanctuaries where the population gathered
together on feast-days according to a fixed tradition. These sanc-
tuaries and festivals, adapted in later days to the purposes of
Christianity, were to remain one of the permanent foundations
of the religious life of the French nation.
This spontaneous religion consisted of rites, without doctrine or
clergy. The Druids, whom we know chiefly from the accounts of
them given by Caesar, were a very powerful association performing
sacrificial functions, practising divination, and acting as judges.
They possessed a secret religious doctrine; but they did not found
a common religion and were suppressed by the Roman governors
as early as the first century of our era, without leaving any trace
behind them.
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At this point arises a question the bearing of which on the history
of the French nation is of capital importance. From what population
are the French descended? Are their ancestors the historic peoples
known as the Gauls and speaking a Celtic language? Or the
prehistoric peoples of the Bronze Age, or even of the neolithic age,
of whose language and name we are ignorant? This question can-
not be solved by history, or even by philology or ethnography.
The name borne by a people does not tell us to what ancestors
it traces its origin; it often does no more than designate the masters
ruling over the people, and is merely a political expression: the
Roman Empire was the empire subject to Rome, and the kingdom
of the Franks was the domain of the Frankish kings. As for lan-
guage, this does not depend upon race, but is a product of educa-
tion; a Negro child will speak French if he has been brought up in
Martinique, or English if he has been brought up in Jamaica,
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